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" The Mariyas were the earliest group of Muslim war
captives to settle in Ahom kingdom and they adopted the pro-
fession of braziers. Many of the brasswares and other household
implements including various pots, plates, chandeliers used by
the Assamese Hindus in their temples for the performance of
religious rites have been manufactured not only by the Hindu
artisans of the state but also by the Muslim braziers. It is said
that the use of metal-made spitoons, smoking pipes and hookahs
among the Ahom royalty and nobles in ancient days was a result
of the Muslim influence" (B.K. Barua, Asamiya Bhasa aru
Sanskriti, p-122)

' The Buranjis' of Assam record that the Ahoms ac-
quired the knowledge of the use of fire arms in warfare from the
Mussalmans in the first quarter of the 16th century although the
Chutias and the Kacharis of Assam were adept in their use long
before this date. (S.K. Bhuyan, Assam Buranji, pp-11,22)
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